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We offer programs that support the 

working life skills, entrepreneurial 

attitude and financial management skills 

for young people aged 7 to 25 years. 

The programs are carried out in schools 

as part of their own curricula.
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The entrepreneurial 

education network is 

looking far into the future 
The entrepreneurial and active employee 

education network turns 15 this year. The 

network that entered its teens long ago has 

swiftly adapted to the changes in the society 

and the global economy. 

During these years, more than 35,000 young people 
have found and developed their skills, work life 
knowledge, and taken their ideas to use through 
the JA Company Program. All in all, hundreds of 
thousands of young people have participated in 
JA Finland’s entrepreneurial education activities 
throughout our active years. 

It has been great to celebrate the anniversary with 
the biggest ever Uskalla Yrittää final, the first-ever 
Pikkuyrittäjät final, and a European-wide higher 
education Start Up competition here in Finland. 

When working with youth of different ages, the first 
feeling you encounter is always joy and enthusiasm. 
By doing concrete things, a feeling and experience 
of having the possibility to affect things is born. 
Visible results enforce an inner feeling of ownership. 
This creates the motivation and willingness to try 
even more. At the end of 2017, a vast JA study will 
be published. More than 7,000 young people from 
five European countries participated in the study. 
According to preliminary results, the youth included 
in the JA Company Program have developed greater 
decision-making and performance skills, and they 
have the ability to plan their own work and take 

initiative. This is created by letting the youth access 
entrepreneurial education long enough.  

The grand finale of our anniversary year will be the 
JA Job Shadow day, when young people and Finnish 
corporate leaders have the chance to be inspired by 
each other. Companies that are truly interested in the 
youth and want to listen to them will be able connect 
with the future diamonds. 

The need for the working life to change is stressed 
everywhere these days. Even research proves that 
the change is accelerating and political strategies 
are based on quick actions. Still, too many young 
people feel like they are not receiving actual work 
life skills. The courage to face these challenges is 
created when you are offered the chance to practice 
your skills and use your skills – by doing. This is 
what the JA programs are all about. 

During this year, a growing number of youth has 
contacted us. Participating in JA Finland’s activities 
has been so powerful that the youth want to share 
their stories, knowledge, and experiences. In the 
next year, we will build a network of JA ambassadors 
that will visit schools, sharing their good 
experiences. We want to let the stories go around 
and trust the youth. 

Virpi Utriainen
CEO
Junior Achievement Finland
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Effectiveness of 
JA work

During the academic year 2016–

2017, over 38,000 young people 

participated in the JA activities.

over

38,000

A record-breaking year in 

Pikkuyrittäjät with more than 

11,000 comprehensive school 

pupils attending

11,000

4,400 9th grade and upper secon-

dary school students participated in 

the JA Company program
4,400 

450 university and college 

students participated in the JA 

Start Up program
450

3,500 youths participated in the 

JA camps (6H, 12H and 24H) 3,500
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6 #pikkuyrittäjät

Mtv3 11.4.2016

JA youth in t

Luoteisuusimaa 1.12.2016

Merikarvialehti 17

Vantaan-Asukaslehti 13.8.2016

Vasabladet 03.02.201

Pielavesi-Keitele 24.8.2016

Helsingin-Sanomat 13.10.2016
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Iltalehti 7.11.2016

h in the media

JA’s tweets shown 

700,000 times during 

the academic year

1,700 followers

Maaseudun Tulevaisuus 20.4.2017 17.11.2016

Vantaan Sanomat 25.3.2017

Turun-Sanomat 23.3.2017

2017

#JACompanyProgram
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JA Job Shadow — L
In November, JA Job Shadow gathered 

together 29 Finnish business leads and a 

corresponding number of entrepreneurial 

minded young people. Every leader 

was shadowed by one student for one 

working day. 

The students were actively involved in the 
meetings together with the bosses, and the 
dialogue between them was strongly interactive 
throughout the day. The JA Alumni, aged 16 to 23 
and from different parts of Finland, who took part 
in the JA Job Shadow day, had all participated in 
either the JA Company program or the JA Start 
Up program in their schools. They came up with 
and established a JA Company that was run with 
real money for the academic year.

Aktia

Amcham Finland

ELO

Euroclear Finland

Finance Finland

Finlayson

Finnkino

GE

Hanken

City of Helsinki

Henki-Fennia

Hill & Knowlton

Kamppi Stores and 
Services

Kemijoki

Foundation for Economic 
Education

Lundia

Microsoft Oyj

Trade Union of Education (OAJ)

Picnic

PwC Suomi

SAK

Sitra

Finnish Enterprise Agencies

Federation of Finnish Enterprises

Taaleri Oyj

Ministry of Economic Affairs and 
Employment

Vincit CoOp Ab

Parties involved in the JA Job Shadow event: 

#JAJobShadow 



9

w — Leader for a day

#JAJobShadow 
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In April, JA Finland organised the largest Uskalla Yrittää final competition in its history. The event 

was an official part of Finland’s 100th anniversary festivities. A total of 112 JA companies, more 

than 330 students and 150 teachers and entrepreneurship instructors participated in the final 

competition in Helsinki. For the first time, the JA companies represented students all the way from 

comprehensive schools to universities, serving as the national championship finals of the 

JA Company and JA Start Up programs.

The journey towards the finals started in December 2016 

from the first semifinals, and the best JA companies 

were selected to the final competition in Helsinki 

through 15 semifinals. As before, the winners of the 

finals were selected by a jury consisting of business 

life representatives, for example, from Citi, Ministry of 

Education and Culture, McDonald’s Finland and Roschier. 

The final competition fair was arranged at Kamppi Stores 

and Services for the third time.

At the same time, the teachers were for the first time 

given the opportunity to get networked with their 

colleagues in a forum in which they could exchange their 

ideas and hear speeches given by Saku Tuominen from 

Hundred and Denis Cepun from Microsoft.

Inspiring words were heard during the finals from video 

blogger Lakko, JA Alumni Joonas Ahola, Minister of 

Economic Affairs Mika Lintilä and the founder of Supercell 

Ilkka Paananen.

Uskalla

#UskallaYrittää
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lla Yrittää

#UskallaYrittää
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Pikkuyrittäjät having a magn

In September, in Oslo, Norway, Pikkuyrittäjät was 
given International Partnership Network Award for the 
best entrepreneurship education program in Europe.
Breaths of the international world were introduced in 
the activities in many ways. The program introduced 
itself in New York in Amcham Finland’s events, and 
Pikkuyrittäjät was selected Finland’s representative 
in EU Commission’s SME Week event in Bratislava, 
Slovakia. In the autumn, these ‘blue shirts’ also 
conquered the beaches of Costa del Sol in Spain in 
a one-week Pikkuyrittäjät program, and in the spring 
their destination was the Scandinavian school at 
Costa Blanca.

In the entrepreneur’s day gala, Pikkuyrittäjät 
interviewed the President of Finland Sauli Niinistö, and 
in Slush these lively children had their own stand. 

The academic year reached its peak through the 
Pikkuyrittäjät competition, the finals of which were 
held at Linnanmäki amusement park in May.

The academic year of Pikkuyrittäjät targeted for comprehensive schools was full of speed 

and wonderful moments. A magnificent, record-breaking over 11,000 children took part in 

the program in schools across Finland!
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gnificent record-breaking year
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450 students participated in the program, and it was 
in use in 18 universities and colleges across Finland. 
The students established a total of one hundred 
student companies, two dozen of which continued 
their operation after the training. 
 
A thematic realisation with games was successfully 
piloted in the JA Start Up program this year. The 
JA Start Up Games! training gathered more than a 
hundred students from five universities and colleges 

JA Sta

#JAStartUp

The JA Start Up program targeted for university students continued its tremendous growth. 

Over the past three years, the number of students participating in the program has doubled 

every year. 

in Greater Helsinki, and twenty multidisciplinary 
teams focused on game development were set up 
during the training. 
 
The peaks of the year were the Uskalla Yrittää final 
competition with 18 best JA Start Up teams across 
Finland and the JA Europe Enterprise Challenge 
competition, which was arranged in Helsinki. 
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tart Up

www.nystartup.fi
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The hustle and bustle of Europ

JA Finland organised a large international event for 
the first time. JA Europe Enterprise Challenge brought 
together 19 teams and almost 70 university students 
and over 70 university teachers as well as JA agents 
from 15 countries in Europe.

During the two-day event, the teams presented their 
operation to the jury the members of which included, 
for example, the founder of Sports 1 Marketing and 
JA Alumni Dave Meltzer and Microsoft’s Community 
Relations Manager Max Mickelsson.

The event culminated in an award dinner with 
speeches given by Euro MP Henna Virkkunen and 
André Noël Chaker, who has twice been elected 
Speaker of the Year. In addition to the main price, 
international and national supporters of JA activities 
gave their own awards named after their own 
companies: Of the JA Finland’s partners Roschier, 
Nordea and Microsoft had their own awards. 

The Maltese student company INTACT was crowned 
the best enterprise in Europe. Their INTACT™ system 
integrates a sensor attached to a motorcyclist’s helmet 
and a smart phone application. In the case of an 
accident, the system will make a call to the next of 
kin of the driver and tells the location of the accident. 
Finland’s representative was Entis NY, based in Turku, 
which sells insect food and targets now as a real 
company to enter into the insect food market which is 
expected to grow in the future.

At the end of June, the best student companies in Europe 

under the JA Start UP program gathered in Helsinki to 

compete over the title of European champion in the 

JA Europe Enterprise Challenge event.
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ropean championships Helsinki 
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JA Alumni
Studies show that they experience their chances to be good to 
succeed in working life. JA Alumni get employed more easily, 
become entrepreneurs more often than average, work longer in 
business and have a higher than average income.

It was really cool to be 

involved in the 

JA Company program, 

having a chance to 

do my own thing.

Kalle Freese, 
instant coffee entrepreneur

Some examples of JA Alumni who 
have had a successful career as 
entrepreneurs:

Joonas Ahola,  
MeetingPackage.com

Jenni Parpala,   
Kiffel

Mikko Jaatinen and Jyri Lindén, 
Nordic Business Forum

Kalle Freese,    
Sudden Coffee

Riku Korhonen,    
RikuCo and MTRJ Palvelut

Tomi Rytkönen,  
Opiskelijayrittajyys.fi

Ida Salo, Patrik Pyöriä, Otto 
Korhonen and Helmi Nurkkala,   
I’m Blue

Antti Nuutinen, Iida Hokkanen, 
Laura Alajuuri, Jussi Heikkinen 
and Samuli Taskila,   
Entis

The students who have participated in the JA program are all achievers.

PRIMARY 

SCHOOL 
 MIDDLE 

SCHOOL

SECONDARY 

SCHOOL 
UNIVERSITY

JA STUDENT 
EXPERIENCE

LEARNING 
OUTCOMES

knowledge, skills, attitude

Local Community 

Business Volunteers

Teachers of 

Entrepreneurship Education    

High-quality 

content

Financial literacy

Work readiness

Entrepreneurship
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The JA programs developed by JA Finland support phenomenon-based learning 

and learning by doing. Learning by doing fun!

For Vocational and  

Upper Secondary Schools

JA It’s my Business JA 24h CampJA Me + You = Us

JA Personal  
Economics

JA 12h Camp

JA Company  
Program

JA Our  
Community

Pikkuyrittäjät

JA 6h Camp

For Higher Education

JA Start Up

JA Company  
Program

 For Elementary Schools For Middle Schools

A three theme combination 

aimed at helping students 

recognize their own and 

friends’ strengths. 

/ preschool thru 3rd grade

A five theme mix of  

recognizing entrepreneurial 

skills and planning  

one’s own future.  

/ 7th-9th grade

A 24 hour camp to practice 

entrepreneurial skills around 

a theme presented by  

a volunteer or sponsor.

An entrepreneurship pro-

gram lasting the whole year 

operated with real money.

A mini-company experience 

with real money lasting the 

whole year. Cooperation 

between mini-companies 

from other countries is  

possible during the program.

A 12 hour camp for the 

founding of an imaginary 

company and solving  

a challenge presented at  

the start of the camp.  

/ 8th-9th grade

An eight theme ensemble 

for the development of work 

readiness, career choices, 

and personal finances.  

/ 7th-9th grade

A mini-company experience 

with real money lasting  

the whole year.  

/ 9th grade

A six theme program about 

the surrounding community, 

voting, different professions, 

and the circulation of the 

economy.   

/ 4th-6th grade

A nine theme course teaching 

how to turn ideas into reality 

through mini-companies run 

by the students.  

/ 4th-6th grade

A six hour camp for found-

ing an imaginary company 

and brainstorming business 

ideas. Middle school  

students act as councilors.  

/ 5th-6th grade

JA Path of Entrep-
reneurship Education
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Teachers in a central role

JA Finland awards deserving agents in entrepreneur education on an annual basis.

The teachers are in a central role in the implementation of JA programs. The 

enthusiasm of the teacher is well adopted among young people.

The Pikkuyrittäjät program 

meets well the requirements 

of comprehensive know-how 

striven for in the new curriculum. The 

program is, of course, particularly well-

suited to satisfy the aims of working life 

skills and entrepreneurship.

Arttu Pätäri, class teacher, Kumpu 
comprehensive school, Outokumpu

It is a challenge to jump out of 

your comfort zone, to stay fresh to 

learn new things. It takes courage 

to let loose from everything that is ordinary, 

to experiment with things yourself by doing. 

It takes courage to step back and let the young 

people do and experiment. It is rewarding to see 

the youth excel themselves and to learn a lot of 

new things. My role is to keep in the background, 

mostly creating some networks for them.

Mia Kilpinen, teacher, AO Keuda
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YES Network helps

The YES Network is the most significant experts’ network for 

entrepreneurial education in Finland. It promotes the implementation 

of entrepreneurship education by coaching teachers, developing the 

training, building school-business cooperation and by supplying 

materials for the teaching.

Regional YES agents act as the contact points of the 
JA programs. With the help cooperation, training and 
guidance that supports the JA programs, is available 
all around Finland.

What YES also offers are the YES Work Life 
Mentors, representatives of working life who wish to 
give their own contribution to JA programs and other 
school-business cooperation: yeskummit.fi.

yesverkosto.fi

   facebook.com/yesverkosto

       @yesverkosto



Max Mickelsson
Microsoft

Kari Björklöv
Fennia

Teemu Kokko
Haaga-Helia

Johanna Flythström
Roschier

Jukka Honkaniemi
SEB

Jari Jokilampi
Suomen 

Uusyrityskeskukset ry

Jyri Lindén
Nordic Business Forum
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JA Finland Board

I had a major stroke of luck when on the 9th 

grade I had the opportunity to participate in 

the JA Company program. I learned really a lot 

during that one year! I wish to be involved in promoting 

such a hugely important matter and I wish that as many 

school children as possible could have the opportunity to 

experience the same that I did.

Jyri Lindén, NBF

Chairman: Vice Chair:

Members:

Tarja Kallonen
Finance Finland

Kari Laukkanen
Entrepreneur

www.nuoriyrittajyys.fi
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Partners

The main partners

Partners

•	 Wihuri Foundation

•	 OLVI-Foundation

•	 The Finnish Foundation 

for Share Promotion

•	 Riitta ja Jorma J. Takasen säätiö

•	 Erkki Paasikivi foundation

•	 The Foundation for Economic Education

Supporting foundations

JA Finland’s passion is to promote entrepreneurial attitude, working life skills 

and financial management skills among young people. Thanks to our partners!

www.nuoriyrittajyys.fi
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